
 
 
 

 

August 2022 

Mary of the Month 
Patroness of our Parish 

 

God who made the sun also made 

the moon. The moon does not 

take away the brilliance of the sun. 

The moon would only be a burnt-

out cinder floating in the 

immensity of space if it were not 

for the sun. All of its light is 

reflected from the sun. The 

Blessed Mother reflects her divine 

Son, without Him she is nothing, 

with Him she is the mother of 

men. On dark nights we are all 

grateful for the moon, when we 

see it shining, we know that there 

must have been sun. So, in the 

dark night of the world when men 

turn their backs on Him who is the 

Light of the World, they look to 

Mary to guide their feet as we 

await the sunrise. We are Mary’s 

spiritual children. (Archbishop 

Fulton Sheen) 

 

 

Like a SUNFLOWER 
Sunflowers are somewhat prevalent in our news lately.  Have you ever looked at a growing 

sunflower?  At first glance, it may look like just a single flower, right?  Now look closely.  At the 

center of each sunflower, you will actually see hundreds of individually growing flowers, which 

are the new seeds that one day will become the next generation of sunflowers.  In a way, 

sunflowers are a reflection of us – the one flower (the Church), with many seeds (the people).   

At dawn and throughout the daylight hours, the young growing sunflower traces the path of 

the sun from east to west across the sky.  Its head rotates to continue facing the sun over the 

course of each day.  Then overnight, the sunflower reorients itself, with its stem turning back 

to the east in anticipation of the new dawn to come.  We as God’s people should strive to 

mirror this action – always turning our faces to the Son.  With sunflowers, the hope is that each 

seed will grow and eventually spread into a new sunflower.  And our hope is that each of us 

will continue to grow in our faith and spread it to the next generation. 

Remember … all flowers grow through the dirt.  But if we just strive to always face the Son and 

focus our lives on Him, we can be transformed into something much more beautiful than our 

earthly selves.  Behind the beauty of nature lies an awesome God! 

 

 

THE BIBLE 
A Not So Boring 

Book 
• The Bible is the most 

stolen (pilfered) 

book.   

•  Hebrew was written 

from right to left and 

without vowels like 

this: ? sys cntns sht 

knht y d thW  (What 

do you think this 

sentence says?) 

• Aramaic was the 

language the 

Israelites began to 

speak when held 

captive in Assyria and 

Babylon.  

•  Kione Greek was 

"the street" language 

used throughout the 

Roman Empire. 

• The Bible contains 

365 verses that tell 

one not to fear for 

every day of the 

year. 

 

 Heavenly Notes....  

One of my favorite stories recounts how I learned how 

to sing church music. When I was very young, maybe 6 

or 7 years old. I used to stay at my grandmother’s 

house for long stretches in the summer time. My gram 

and my uncle lived together and were very strong in 

their faith. Gram got up early to go to mass on Sundays 

and my brother and I went with her. My uncle went to 

a later mass where the choir sang. He always came 

home after mass humming a song from church. I would 

ask him “what’s that song uncle, will you sing it for 

me?” He would always teach it to me and sing with me. 

This became our little ritual for many years. I think it’s 

why I became a choir member. In later years we would 

talk about what he was singing and I would tell him 

what I was learning. He started me off easy with things 

like “Holy, Holy, Holy” or just a psalm that I could 

repeat easily.  My dear uncle left this life several years 

ago, I miss him every day but so much more when I 

sing….oh, I guess that is every day! 

EUCHARISTIC 

RENEWAL 
 

THOUGHTS… 
 

“The more Eucharist we 

receive, the more we will 

become like Jesus, so that 

on earth we will have a 

foretaste of Heaven. 

  -Blessed Carlo Acutis 

 

 

 

We may not have 

it all together, 

but together we 

have it ALL 

 

Pearls of Wisdom- 
Take time to know yourself 

 

 



 

Understanding Our Jewish Roots 
 Many of our Christian traditions began when our Hebrew forefathers honored and thanked God for the blessings He 

bestowed to remember major events and to worship God.  We would like to explore and understand the similarities and 

differences in our religious celebrations and traditions.   
 

Let us begin with understanding the marking of time:  In the Gregorian calendar we use, the year is 2022 AD (Anno Domini 

- In the Year of Our Lord). This number indicates the passage of years since Jesus walked the earth. The Gregorian calendar 

is based on the revolutions of the sun.  It had 12 months of 365 days, with one day added every 4 years to correct to the 

Earth’s position. Days begin and end in the middle of the night. By contrast, according to the Hebrew calendar, the year is 

5782. Jews have been using this calendar since the time they left Egypt. The Jewish people received the commandment to 

determine the new moon and set the dates of the Jewish holidays and the weekly public reading of the Torah.  The 

Hebrew calendar is based on both the sun and the moon.  In Judaism, the day begins at nightfall and ends at last daylight. 

(Following Genesis 1 in which the refrain “evening came, and morning followed”, sums up each day’s creative work.)  [The 

Hebrew lunar year is about 11 days shorter than the solar year (alternating months of 29 or 30 days). Therefore, to 

correctly align with the solar year, there is an addition of an intercalary month every 2 or 3 years, for a total of 7 times in 

each 19 year cycle.]   
 

If there is something specific you want to see here, let us know, and we will research and do our best to answer your 

questions. 

 What’s Cookin’? 

CHERRIES IN THE SNOW 

8oz. tub softened cream cheese 

1 cup sifted powdered sugar 

12 oz. Cool Whip 

20 oz. can cherry pie filling 

1 angel food cake  

 

Bake or buy your favorite angel food cake. Cut into cubes. 

This should yield about 8 cups of cake. Set aside. 

 

• In a large mixing bowl, beat cream cheese until 

smooth. Slowly add the powdered sugar. Mix until 

well blended. Fold in the Cool Whip.  

 

• In a large glass bowl place half of the cake cubes. Top 

with half of the cream cheese mixture then half of the 

cherries.  

 

• Repeat the layers ending with the cherries on the top. 

Be generous with the cherries on the top layer.  

 

This was a family favorite and quickly became a church 

favorite when I brought it to the Christian Mothers events. It 

was so much fun at the event when we were all sure that we 

had all enjoyed our fill we always found room for just a little 

Cherries.   Somebody was always asking for the recipe.  

Make this a little healthier by substituting low fat cream 

cheese and light cherries. 

 

Our Patrons- 
Patrons of our predecessor parishes start with St. 

Michael.  The parish was established in 1848. 

Saint Michael the Archangel isn't a saint, but rather 

he is an angel, and the leader of all angels and of the 

army of God. This is what the title "Archangel" 

means, that he is above all the others in rank.  St. 

Michael has four main responsibilities or offices, as 

we know from scripture and Christian tradition: 1) to 

combat Satan; 2) to escort the faithful to heaven at 

their hour of death; 3) to be a champion of all 

Christians and the Church itself; 4) to call men from 

life on Earth to their heavenly judgment.  Very little 

is known about St Michael other than what is written 

in scripture. In Daniel, St. Michael is mentioned 

twice. The first time as one who helped Daniel, and 

the second time he is mentioned with regard to the 

end times of the world when he will stand for the 

"children of thy people."  The final mention is in 

Revelation, where St. Michael and his angels, do 

battle with the dragon.  St. Michael Parish was 

founded in 1848.  St Michael was a German ethnic 

parish.  The parish is noted for two events - the 

celebration of Cholera Day, (Feast of St. Roch) and 

the long-running performance of Veronica’s Veil 

(known locally as ‘American’s Passion Play’) which 

started in 1910. 

 

Information is taken from: 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/stindex.php 

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/stindex.php


 

 

Revitalizing the Christian Imagination through Art 
Art of all kinds can help us to listen, to pray, to reflect and to cultivate a deeper relationship with God.  It connects us to our 

bodies (our hands, our ears, our eyes) and potentially reveals different ways we can experience God in the world.  That is 

especially true with the art that can be not only seen but also experienced at the 2022 Summer Flower Show “Monet in 

Bloom” at Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens.  The vibrant art of Claude Monet is literally brought to life through 

Phipps’ incredible horticultural displays as specific flowers and plants are chosen and laid out in a way that attempts to 

duplicate his paintings.   

At the front entrance, for example, living flowers in a frame duplicate Monet’s Water Lily series.  In another room, Monet’s 

“Luncheon under the Canopy”, displays a table filled with God’s bounty, a feast for the eyes and ears, while a myriad of 

colorful, impressionist flowers fill the space behind it.  The table juts out beyond the normal, expected perimeters while a 

soundtrack of silverware and dishes collides in the background.  Sitting alongside it, one can’t help but be filled with gratitude 

while awakening to the eternity born of a single moment, experiencing the beauty of God’s creation as it reveals God’s 

manifest goodness.  Exhale.  Slow down.  Feel the pulsating mystery of divinity all around.   

The glorious exhibit is open now through September 25th.   

 

Seek and You Will Find 

Q A Z X S W E D C V F R T G B L 

H Y U S A C R E D H E A R T N A 

J M K I I O L P Z A Q W S X C I 

R F I N D E P E N D E C E D E R 

V B C G T Y E H N M J U I K L O 

O I L K I U T J N H Y Y O P P M 

P I T S O C E T N E P A G B J E 

V F R E D C R X S W Q D A N U M 

A Z M N B V A S C E N S I O N C 

J H G F D S N A Q W R R E I E X 

I O F L A G D A Y E P E R T T Z 

P O I U Y T P R M E W H T A E A 

R E W Q A S A M D F G T Y C E S 

N O I T P M U S S A H A U A N D 

A S D F A S L G H J K F I V T F 

G H J K L M N B V C X Z P O H G 

Y R A M F O P I H S N E E U Q H 

L O C T H C H A R I T Y S S H T 

 

 ASCENSION  ASL (AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE) ASSUMPTION         FATHERS DAY 

 FLAG DAY   INDEPENDENCE   JUNETEENTH  MEMORIAL 

 PENTECOST  PETER AND PAUL   PICNIC   QUEENSHIP OF MARY 

 SACRED HEART SUMMER    VACATION 

  




